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Welcome to the first weekend’s readings of our academic liturgical year 
which we begin on September 25, 2022 and continue through Corpus Christi 
on June 19, 2023.  We will try to help you understand today that people 
around us may suffer for many reasons and that we should try to help 
whenever we can. In our Church calendar, today is called the 26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.  What does Ordinary Time mean?  The Church calendar 
includes the Solemnities of Christmas and Easter.  A solemnity is a solemn or 
serious time.  Advent is the solemn season of preparation for the feast of 
Christmas.  Lent is a very solemn season of preparation for the feast of 
Easter.  The other parts of the year are referred to as Ordinary Time.  They 
include all the Sundays of the year outside of the Christmas and Easter 
seasons and their seasons of preparation. The word “ordinary “ means 
regular or plain.  It also means “counted”.  Ordinal numbers are 1st, 2nd, 3rd … 
etc.  This is the meaning of “Ordinary Time”.  Today is the 26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.

The liturgy readings for today emphasize our relationship with others, and 
the virtue of caring for others, having faith and doing the right thing.   This 
week our first reading from the Bible comes from - The New Testament.       
What is the New Testament ?  It is the part of the Bible from the time period 
that begins with the Birth of Christ and ends with Revelations, which is the 
last book of the bible.

 The 1st Reading today comes from the first letter of St. Paul to Timothy (1 
Timothy 6:11b-12a)

Try your best to please God and to be like him.
Be Faithful, loving, dependable, and gentle.
Fight a good fight for the faith.

The word of the Lord!

St Paul wants us to please God and be like him. How can we know what 
God is like so we can do this?    Reading the Bible helps, as do the Faith 
Formation classes and discussing things with parents.  What else might we 
do?  What does the line mean:   “Fight the good fight for the faith.”    It does 
not encourage us to fight, but it encourages us to TRY HARD TO FOLLOW 
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GOD.  The reading here tells us to be faithful, loving, dependable, gentle, and 
kind.

The next reading is the Responsorial Psalm .   A psalm may be a song or a 
prayer or words of praise for God. This Psalm is asking God for help to teach 
us how to follow and how to learn to do what is right so we can learn more 
about God.          (Psalm 25:4-5abc, 6 and 7cd)

R/:      Teach me your ways, O Lord.

Show me your paths
and teach me to follow;
guide me by your truth
and instruct me.
You keep me safe

R/:      Teach me your ways, O Lord.

Please Lord,  remember,
you have always
been patient and kind
Show how truly kind you are
and remember me.

R/:      Teach me your ways, O Lord.

What does the writer of this Psalm want everyone to do?   Praise God 
and honor him.  Follow his teachings.  If we follow God’s teaching, how 
should we behave?  Do what is good and right.  Be patient and kind.  
Believe and trust in God.  Love God and other people.  Accept the problems 
we encounter and work through them.

The final reading for this week is the Gospel which comes from St. Luke.  
(Luke 16:19-31)  It is a parable.  A parable is “a simple story that teaches a 
moral lesson as told by Jesus in the Gospels.”
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        Jesus told his disciples this story:

     
                                                                                                                       

        

The poor man died,
and angels took him to the place of honor next to Abraham.

      I’m suffering terribly in this fire.’

“There was once a rich man who wore expensive  clothes
           and every day ate the best food.
But a poor beggar named Lazarus
           was brought to the gate of the rich man’s house.
He was happy
  just to eat the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table.

“His body was covered with sores.
       and dogs kept coming up to lick them.

“The rich man also died and was buried.
      He went to hell and was suffering terribly.
   When he looked up and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus 
         at his side,
 he said to Abraham, “Have pity on me!’  Send Lazarus to 
dip his finger in water and touch my tongue.

“Abraham answered,
‘My friend remember that while you lived,
     you had everything good,

           and Lazarus had everything bad.
Now he is happy, and you are in pain.

         And besides, there is a deep ditch between us,
And no one from either side can cross over.
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.
chasm or large ditch

              Then the rich man said, ‘No, that’s not enough,                            
    they won’t listen even to someone who comes back from the dead

The gospel of the Lord.

Abraham reminded the dead rich man that his brothers have Moses and the prophets 
who had given them the laws and told them what was right and how they should 
behave. But the rich man did not believe this and wanted a person who had 
experienced “Hell” to tell his family how bad it was.

Is the rich man like what God wants him and us to be?  Why or why not? 
What should the rich man have done?  And when should he have done it?  [Do 
the right thing while you are alive, not after death.  It’s too late to cross the chasm 
(ditch) after death.]  He should have helped – at least giving Lazarus food and if 
possible give him medical help and clothes.   Instead he ignored him and his needs.                      

What is wrong with the rich man’s behavior after his death in Luke’s Gospel is he  
only speaks with Abraham, someone he considers his equal.  He still treats 
Lazarus as a servant and too poor to be worth talking to.  Abraham tells the rich 

“But the rich man said,
‘Abraham, then please send Lazarus to my father’s home.
Let him warn my five brothers,
     so they won’t come to this horrible place.’

“Abraham answered,
‘Your brothers can read what Moses and the prophets wrote
              They should pay attention to that
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man that his family would not turn to God.  If we don’t listen to God in the first 
place, the chasm/ditch becomes too wide for us to jump over.   We cannot wait 
until the final judgement; we must practice our faith now to understand it!

Do you think all rich people are evil and uncaring?  Of course not. You don’t 
have to be rich to be a bad person. Nor do you have to be poor to be good. Will 
they enter God’s Kingdom?   Anyone who follows God’s guidance and tries to be 
faithful, loving and dependable, has a good chance.  Even if we do not have a lot 
of money or things, we can give little things to others in need to make a 
difference.

We should be tolerant of people who have different ideas, beliefs, and attitudes.  
We must be ready to help others in need.

Here is a final prayer to help you gain an understanding of what we need to do.

Holy God, our most loving Father,
draw us close to you, that we may praise you in all our actions and words.
Help us to be faithful and tolerant of those who are different from us.
Hear our prayers and grant them as you will.
Through Christ our Lord.

R/: Amen.

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 2022
Michaela Quinlan
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Homily/Reflection – Questions

1. What did the rich man look like?  

2. What did Lazarus look like?

3. Is the rich man like what God wants him and us to be?  How is he different?

 

4. What should the rich man  have done ? and when should he have done it?  

5. What is wrong with the rich man’s behavior after his death in Luke’s Gospel 
as he speaks with Abraham? 

6. Why did Abraham tell the rich man that his family would not turn to God?

7. Do you think all rich people are evil and uncaring? 
Why or why not?

8. Will they enter God’s Kingdom?           
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Homily/Reflection – Questions and answers

1. What did the rich man look like?  
purple cloak that only the rich could afford, expensive clothes

2. What did Lazarus look like?
Torn clothing, sores on his body, dogs licked his sores

3. Is the rich man like what God wants him and us to be? How is he different?
No.  … 

4. What should the rich man  have done ? and when should he have done it?  
Do the right thing while you are alive, not after death.  It’s too late to cross the chasm 
(ditch) after death.  He should have helped – at least giving Lazarus food and  if possible get 
medical help and clothes for him .                                                                                                                                         

5. What is wrong with the rich man’s behavior after his death in Luke’s Gospel as 
he speaks with Abraham? 

He treated Lazarus like a servant and expected him to do what he as a 
rich man wanted of servants.  He only spoke to Abraham and not Lazarus.

6. Why did Abraham tell the rich man that his family would not turn to God?
If we don’t listen to God in the first place, the chasm/ditch becomes too wide 
for us to jump over.   We cannot wait until the final judgement; we must practice 
our faith now to understand it!

 
7. Do you think all rich people are evil and uncaring? 

Of course not 

8. Will they enter God’s Kingdom?     Why?      
God forgives us if we ask for forgiveness and show our willingness to try to do the 
right thing.


