
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time     The Great Reward 
 
It has been five weeks already since Christmas!  Yet some of us  
haven’t put all of our Christmas decorations away yet.  And 
parents, with Easter just eleven weeks away, may be starting to 
think, “Holy mackerel, already?!?  Wasn’t Christmas just 
yesterday?”  (It’s already less than eleven months away.)  In the 
meantime, today is the Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  
Remember Ordinary Time is what the Church calls all time that 
isn’t a feast day or part of Advent or Lent, or the Christmas or 
Easter seasons.   

 
Now that we have reviewed the liturgical calendar, let’s turn our 
attention to today’s Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Most people don’t 
want to be sad.  There’s a word.  Sad.  Sad means feeling sorrow, 
gloomy, or at the risk of what is called a circular definition, not 
happy.  It is probably safe to say that nobody wants to be sad.  
How about happy?  There’s another word.  Happy. Happy means 
feeling pleasure, cheerful, certainly not sad.  Who doesn’t want to 
be happy? 
 
Well, the people of biblical Jerusalem were seldom happy.  They 
were so often slaves, for example, to the Egyptians and the 
Babylonians, or they were a conquered nation, for example, by the 
Persians or by the Romans during the time Jesus was alive.  
Probably as a result, so much of the Bible is aimed at people who 
are not in happy situations in their lives, to explain to them that 
their lives have meaning, that they must persevere and continue 
their struggles.  True happiness is not necessarily what happens 
to us here and now.  Today’s readings all try to address this issue. 

 
Which brings us to the first reading today, from the prophet 
Zephaniah.  The Church doesn’t refer too often to the readings of 
Zephaniah.  In fact, we only hear from him in today’s reading and 
in Advent one week during Liturgical Year C.  Zephaniah was a 
prophet after the Jews were slaves in Babylon, sometime around 



620BC, after Isaiah but still many centuries before Jesus was born.  
Zephaniah in today’s reading explains that a humble and righteous 
people of Israel will survive. 

 
A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah (Zephaniah 2:3; 
3:12-13). 

 
If you humbly obey the Lord, then come and worship him.  If you 
are right and humble, you might be safe on that day when the 
Lord shows His anger.  I won’t destroy any of you that are truly 
humble and come to me for safety.  The people of Israel who 
survive will live right and refuse to tell lies.  They will be in peace, 
and no one will bother them.  The word of the Lord. 
 

Zephaniah uses the word humble or humbly three times in this 
reading.  One could conclude that he thought it was important to 
be humble.  “If you are right and humble, you might be safe on that 
day when the Lord shows His anger.”  And again, “I won’t destroy 
any of you who are truly humble.”  So the bottom line here is that 
it is good to be humble.  (Do ya think?) 

 
Next is today’s psalm, Psalm #146, which emphasizes how God 
favors the poor, the hungry, the prisoners, the blind, even people 
who have fallen.  Interestingly, the psalm response itself is not 
actually part of the psalm.  It’s from today’s gospel, sort of a coming 
attraction. 

 
Responsorial Psalm (Matthew 5:3, Psalm 146:6-7, 7-9). 

 
(Matt 5:3) God blesses those people who are poor in spirit.  They 
belong to the kingdom of heaven. 
 
God blesses those people who are poor in spirit.  They belong 
to the kingdom of heaven. 

 



God always keeps His word.  He gives justice to the poor and 
food to the hungry. 
 
God blesses those people who are poor in spirit.  They belong 
to the kingdom of heaven. 

 
The Lord sets prisoners free and heels blind eyes.  He gives a 
helping hand to everyone who falls.  The Lord loves good people 
and looks after strangers. 
 
God blesses those people who are poor in spirit.  They belong 
to the kingdom of heaven. 

 
As mentioned in this psalm, God looks out for the poor, the hungry, 
prisoners, the blind, and people who have fallen.  And in the first 
reading we learned that God favors the humble.  So it looks like if 
you’re having a tough time here with life, if you’re poor or hungry 
or blind, and throw in the part about being humble, you may not be 
as bad off as you think. 

 
That brings us to our second reading again from St. Paul to the 
Corinthians.  The people of the Christian Church in Corinth were 
fighting with each other concerned more with who was more 
important than with following the ways of Jesus.  Paul sought to 
teach them to get along again and spend more time doing the 
works of Jesus.  So he reminds them that what God considers 
important is not what the world thinks is important. 

 
A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians (1 
Corinthians 1:26-31). 

 
My dear friends, remember what you were when God chose 
you.  The people of this world didn’t think that many of you were 
wise.  Only a few of you were in places of power, and not many 
of you came from important families.  But God chose the foolish 
things of this world to put the wise to shame.   He chose the 



weak things of this world to put the powerful to shame.  What 
the world thinks is worthless, useless, and nothing at all is what 
God has used to destroy what the world considers important.  
God did all this to keep anyone from bragging to him.  You are 
God’s children.  He sent Christ Jesus to save us and to make us 
wise, acceptable, and holy.  So if you want to brag, do what the 
Scriptures say and brag about the Lord.  The word of the Lord. 
 

St. Paul tells the Corinthians and us that God favors the foolish, 
the weak, the worthless, and the useless to put the wise, the 
powerful, and important to shame.  God doesn’t want anyone to 
feel so important that they brag. 
 
So far we have learned from the first two readings and from Psalm 
#146 that God favors the humble, the poor, the hungry, the blind, 
prisoners, the useless, the weak, people who have fallen, in other 
words, all unfortunate people.  What do you think the gospel is 
going to be about? 
 
Let’s turn our attention to that gospel.  So, Jesus is preaching to 
the Jews.  As mentioned already and in keeping with today’s 
general theme, the Jews, who were conquered by the Romans,  
were not very happy people.  They were poor and miserable and 
not free to do what they wanted because the Romans were always 
there looking over their shoulders.  Jesus knew this.  He wanted to 
lift their spirits.  So He sat down on the side of a mountain and 
began to talk about what was really important. 

 
Alleluia, Alleluia.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
Be happy and excited.  You will have a great reward in heaven  

 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
+ A reading from the holy gospel according to St. Matthew (Matt: 
5:1-12). 



 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on the side of a 
mountain and sat down.  Jesus’ disciples gathered around him, 
and he taught them: 

 
“God blesses those people who are poor in spirit.  They belong 
to the kingdom of heaven! 
 
“God blesses those people who grieve.  They will find comfort!  

 
“God blesses those people who are humble.  The earth will 
belong to them! 
 
“God blesses those people who want to obey him more than to 
eat or drink.  They will be given what they want!  

 
“God blesses those people who are merciful.  They will be 
treated with mercy! 
 

“God blesses those people whose hearts are pure.  They will 
see Him!  

 
“God blesses those people who make peace.  They will be 
called His children!  

 
“God blesses those people who are treated badly for doing right.  
They belong to the kingdom of heaven.  

 
“God will bless you when people insult you, mistreat you, and 
tell all kinds of evil lies about you because of me.  Be happy and 
excited!  You will have a great reward in heaven.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 

 
This is the beginning of one of the most famous of Jesus’ 
teachings.  It is called the Sermon on the Mount, because that is 



where He was sitting when he began talking to the people.  You 
know nowadays we think the more money you have, the better off 
you are.  What does Jesus say?  God blesses you if you are poor.  
Earlier we were talking about wanting to be happy, and not wanting 
to be sad.  What does Jesus say?  God blesses you if you grieve 
or are sad.  What about if you brag a lot?  What does Jesus say 
that Zephaniah also told us?  God blesses you if you are humble.  
And sometimes you’ll be tempted to do the wrong thing by people 
whom you want to like you.  What does Jesus say?  God blesses 
you if you are treated badly for doing the right thing.  And God 
blesses you if you obey Him, if you are merciful, if your hearts are 
pure, or if you make peace.  And remember how all those 
Christians were persecuted by the Romans?  What does Jesus 
Say?  God will bless you if people insult you or mistreat you 
because you believe in Him.  What does He say will happen to you 
if you are unfortunate like these people?  He says that the kingdom 
of heaven will be yours, you will find comfort, you will get what you 
want, you will be treated with mercy, you will see God, you will be 
called His children.  No matter how bad things get here on Earth, 
love God, because He loves you.  “Be happy and excited!  You will 
have a great reward in heaven.” 

 
And that, girls and boys, is the lesson in today’s readings.  Speak 
about it with your parents. 
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